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XVIII. A "Letter from Edward Wilmot, 
M.D. F.R.s/andoneofm.U^.iiys 

Phyficians^ Sec. to /j6e Prefident of the Royal 
Society, ferving to inclofe the two following 
9apen : 

1 . Of the extraordinary EffeBs of Musk in 
Convulfwe Diforders : by J. Vl^all, M.D. 

2. Of the J^eBs of the Tunqiiinefe Medi- 
cine \ ^Aifx.Kdd^ Ef quire. 

S I R, 

iJ^^^Dec. 20. Visqclofcd you have fome Obfervations 
^'^^'^' jL i^po^ the Virtues of Musk, from Dr. 

Wall, an eminent Phyfician at Worcejier. 1 have 
likewife fent you an Account, I have procured from 
my ingenious Friend Mr. Reidy of the Event of fome 
Experiments made by him with the fame Drug ; which, 
being communicated to his Friends, gave Occafion, 
probably, to the liberal Uic of Musk, of late Years 
in Praftice here. As both thefe Accounts well merit 
the Attention of the Public, I could willi they might 
be both printed in the fame Tranfaftion. I am, with 
great Refped, 

SIR, 
Jermyn-Street^ Tour moji obedient, 

Nov. 22. 

1 744. mofi humble Servant, 

. Wilmot. 
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I. 

Of the extraordinany EffeBs of Musk in Con- 
vulfwe D if orders ; hy ]. V/all, ikr.2). 

TT iccms highly probable, that the Virtues of feve- 
•*• ral Articles in the Materia Medicare not hitherto 
fully difeovercd, or well aicertained, from Want of 
due Attention to their proper Dofes/ The Suecefs 
offome Medicines, we know, depends upon This, 
"vizj. That a determinate Quantity be given within a 
certain Space of Time i fo that if Lefs than that be 
ufed, it feldom proves of Ufe. Of this the Bark is 
a well known Inftancc ; and the ingenious Dr. Hales 
has obfcrved the fame of Soap (^), It is not impro- 
bable, that the like might be found to hold good in 
many other Medicines, were their Operations care- 
fully enough attended to : A Difcovery this, much to 
be wifn'd for,as it would probably furnifli us with a new 
Set of Specifics i and thereby enable us to cure feveral 
Diftempers, which at prefent, bajfHc our Skill. Of 
the Reaionablenefs of which Conjidure the Subject 
of this Paper fccms no contemptible Inftancc. 

Musk, and other Perfumes of the fame Tribe, have 
been long celebrated as excellent Antifpafmodics i 
but, as they are ufiially ordered in very liiiall Quan- 
tities, they are feldom found to anfwer the Expecta- 
tions of the Prefcriber. The Miftake fccms to have 
taken its Rife from hence , That moft Perfons ima- 
gining 



(4) A :count of fomc Experiments on Mrs. Ste^heus'i MeJiciocs. 
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gining the medicinal Virtues of tiiefe Drugs to con- 
iift in their Fragrancy 5 and finding that a very fmall 
jQuantity in Subftance would communicate its Smell 
to a very large Vehicle 5 in their Prefcriptions 
therefore they have ufually order'd fo much only 
as was requifice to give the whole Compofition an 
agreeable Perfume. But the Cafe is widely dif- 
ferent; for as a very fmall Quantity of Musk, Civer, 
^c. when properly open'd and diluted, will yield a 
much greater, ^s well as a more agreeable Fragrancy, 
than a large Parcel without fuch Preparation : So 
the Smell of the Perfume is ottcn found to be of 
Diflcrvicc, where the Subftance, inwardly taken, pro- 
duces the happieft EfFeds 5 as Et?nuller and others 
have obferved. 

Moft of the Writers on Pharmacy feem extremely 
cautious about the Ufe of Musk; and therefore di- 
red it only in exceeding fmall Quantities, in very 
few of their Compofitions docs the Dofe of it reach 
fo high as a Grain ; and the higheft that I meet with 
is not above five Grains (/^\ But the Chinefe^ v/ho 
are much better acquainted with the Nature and Ufcs 

of 



(a) In Fullers Julap, Mofehat, (&* Miftur. Mofchat, the Quantity 
for a Dofe is not half a Grain : In the VilL Solenandrj <S* Syncopates 
only two Grains. Bates^ in all the Compofitions where Musk enters, 
orders it only in the Quanii y of half a Grain to a Dofcj exxepting 
only in the Julap. Hyfterk. Mofcbat. He gives it to the Qjancicy of 
five Grains. In this Qijancity Etmuller once orders it in the like 
Cafe. In the College^ Augufian^ and o^her Ditpenfatories the Quan- 
tiry of Musk in the great Compofitions, fuch as the Conf. Alkermes 
EleB. de Sajfafras ; CoTif. de Hyacinth. Conf Uberans ,• Spec, latt- 
ficans ^ Diarrhodon Ahbat^,^ Diamhr. cod, <3c:c. is very trifling- in 

very 



of -this excellent Drag, order it in macli larger Qaan- 
lilies 5 the ufual Dofe amongft them being the tenth 
Part of an Ounce (!}♦ In the Powder mentioned by 
Dr- JamiS^ at the End of his Treat ifc on the Core 
of tiie Bite of a mad Dog,^ which is faid to have been 
broiighc trom Ckmai the Qnantiry of Mask in cacli 
Dofe is fixtecn Grains^ and two of thefe are ordered 
to be taken at two Hours Diftance* 

The Prcfcrtption laft mentioned had, to my own 
Knowledge, been given to fcveral Pcrfons with great 
Soccefs :■ Two in particular i the one an Acquaintance 
of mine, a Student at Oxford i the other fr) a Ser* 
vant-Maid to Mt. Mmers^ an Innkeeper in this City, 

In 



very few of them amounting to halt t Grain in t Dofe* S€kr0der 
mtke^ che higheft Dofe of mmk four or five Grains. Lsmerj h-^ii 
four Grains ijermammm gives live Grains; but his Commentator 
B^eckr gives great Caution tboyt irs Ufe : ' drcs Mi$f€h$ Ufam (fays 

* he) mMie pmtedere dehmm ^ prafirtim tM MMiierikas. S^wgimem 
« impifm/hm adfimdum reddit^ ^ HmM§rrhagms Narmm fadk fxci- 
c f^f \. : ,, „ :, . And fmckiti Cmifp. Thirapis geaemL Tab. i8. feems 
no: t jot lef? fearful of it. For^ after he has rold m^ thtr it is v/on- 
clerfuily citolf d In nervous Diforciers^ and many others^ he tdd$ •— -• 
< Sid mtM'^dMm efi inrernucn J##/^Ai Ufumj mifi parciflimus /#, /kp§ 

* wmm Mmmmr: Comm^ikmes mfirre ; csumpm f$§m 0d$$ prnkMi^m^ 
^ mediiw$ tMmgravibtti pkrif^ta ^faiisfupiraMdisparem re^t riri/-&c.&c« 

(h) ride Da Fklde on the Ph}fic of the Ctifufi. 

{c) This Girl had been bitten about a Year beiore the Symptoms 
C'lfne on i md hadj immediarcly after the Bke% taken t'le ufuti Pre- 
c.-airlonj of being dipp'd in kk Wrth &^* She continued well for 
cne Inrervai ^ but. about imx4ve|Mon:hs after ^heAccldcriC>llie began 
to be duij, md m h:ve tn extreme Dread cf the Confeqiiences of the 
Bi-e. The Part where fnem^as bitien (which was the lom^er Pare of 
the Check) began to give her great Ptin^ tcrended with frequent con- 
-valfive Catching therein : At kft the Wound I -roice cuc^ and gketed 
fi ihln Ichori with all the Symptoms mentioned above, 

E C 
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In both thefe the Symptoms of the Bite were come 
on ; viz. an ichorous Glceting from the Wound, 
v/ith extreme Pain in the Part; frequent Convulfions, 
and Subfultus Tendinumy extreme Anxiety, Horror, 
and Want of Sleep. After the fecond Dofe of the 
Powders, each of them fell into a gentle Sleep, and 
broke out into an uaiverfal breathing Swear, both 
which continued for near eight and -forty Hours (ex- 
cept only whilft they were taking feme Refrelhrnent) 5 
after which time they awoke perfcftly well j their 
Sores being healed, and they chearful, and free from 
all Complaints. In all the Perfons (which are (zyq:^ 
ral) to whom I gave thefe Powders, I conftantly found 
them to have the fame EfFeds$ procuring Eafe, quiet 
Sleep, and a copious Diaphorefis. 

Thefe furprifing and fudden EfFefts I could not but 
attribute, in a great meafure, to the Musk (becaufe 
we well know, that the Cinnabar alone never pro- 
duces the like) : And, from the Safety and great Sue- 
cefs with which this large Quantity had been taken, 
I faw little Reafon to be fo fcrupulous or fearful 
about its Ufe, as mod Authors appear to have been. 
On the contrary, I was rather induced to think, that 
it had hitherto been ufually under-dofed; and that 
very great Advantages might be expeded from it, if 
given in an increafed Quantity. Nor was it long 
before I had an Opportunity of trying it in another 
Cafe, where the Succefs juftified my Conjedures, 
and more than anfwered my utmoft Expedations. 

Being called to a Patient at Bewdley, a Market- 
Town in this County, 1 was defircd by Mr. Malpas^ 
a very ingenious Apothecary of that Place, to vifit a 
poor Man there, v^'ho had lain fome time ill. I 

found 
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I found him afHided with a terrible Hiccups which 
had continued on him four or five Days without a Mi- 
nute's Intermiffion 5 fo that iie had had no Sleep ail 
this time. His Pulfe was cxceedidg quick, fmall^ and 
unequal : The Blood, which had becu feverai times, 
and in large Quantities, taken from him before I law 
him, was covered with a prodigioufly thick buff Coat; 
his Urine limpid ; his Face of a leaden Hue, and 
ghaftly: his Extremities cold, and covered with a 
clammy Sweat 5 and whenever the Hiccup returned, 
which it did at almoft every Infpiration, the Hypo- 
chondria were ftrongly convuls'd and drawn up- 

wards. RccoUefting that Fuller recommends his 

yulap, Mofchat. in the like Cafes {d), but thinking 
the Quantity of Musk, therein prefcribed^ too fmaii 
to be depended on in one fo defpcrate (more efpecialiy 
having before feen the furprifing Succefs of a large 
Dofc),! ordered him a Bolus compofed of Musk, Nitre, 
Crabs-eyes, of each twelve Grains, Camphire one 
G. ain,Mithridate a fufficient Quantityi to be taken im- 
mediately, and repeated in eight Hour.staking a Spoon- 
ful or two of Fullers Julap, occafionalh% once in 
two or three Hours. He had no fooncr fv/ailovvcd 
the Bolus, which I ftaid to fee him take, than his 

Hiccup 



'di In Febrihtis mail Morn^ |i/^^ Vapo'es de'et:^ri9s ad StomachMm 
/"/•'^i^^^L'F*/ ; Spirit$:/que Ia!?a?ites irrilant :^ in CorfiJIo::es cJ' Spapfics 
adizunt ; ^> Sinauituni indQ excitant ; n:;nd$im hacfey/kS prd^fianths 
fi jvi Rtmed'Ui?: : ai^caaMdj emm dizi^fiSMS r^rctirrit. ^y Sh/^'''ftm;i fupe- 
rat. U( i7iie7me tamen faiesir-^ S^7/j fMmfi:if^ hocfa^pe mtavf ejfe Sjm-^ 
psoi^^a.^ tit ne^ue hoc ne^ue aliud quodcun^m vel exog'tare ve! mvenire^ 
mihi adhuc datum Jit ^ quod Vidpaf ^£«t ^ Jed totis fii'et Finhus certavi^ 
Fath tamen frufira obnifus Jum, 

Fulhr. Pharcnacop. ex-eoiporan. lub Tit. Julap Mofcbat. 

Ee 2 
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Hiccup ftopp'd : In Icfs than an Hour, he broke cut 
into a general breathing Sweat, and fell into a quiet 
Skcp, which laded Hx or feven Hours, when he awaked 
much rcfrefhVL--- The Hiccup never returned again, 
but the Man foon recovered. 

The next Perfon to whom I gave this Medicine 
was a Gentleman, who had been ill eleven or twelve 
Days of a petechial Fever, 1 Cound him delirious, 
wiui convulfivc Catchings in the Tendons 5 and an 
Hiccup very frequent, andfo loud, that I very plainly 
heard it at the Bottom of the Stairs, before I went 
into his Chamber : His Pulle was, at the fame time, 
very weak, but exceedingly quick.' I immediately 
ordered him a Bolus with ten Grains of Musk mixed 
with Camphire (e), as in the former Cafe ; and ftay'd 

an Hour by him to fee the EfFe£l of it. In lefsthan 

two Minutes the Hiccup left him j in about half an 
Hour his Skin grew moift, and foon after he fell into 
a found Sleep. The Hiccup, as I was informed, re- 
turned again the next Morning, though with much 
lefs Violence 5 but both that, and the Subfultus Ten- 
dinum went off intirely, upon a Repetition of the 

Bolus, 
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{e) I added the Camphire mixed with Nitre, on account of the 
Charader given of it by Hoffmann; but, upon further Experience, I 
found the Musk fucceed as well without it. Mofmann:, I find, touches 
upon the Virtues of this Drug, which he confiders as a Sedative : -- 

* Sedantia hac var'm modis efficaciam fuam perficiunt. ^adam 

*- Antifpafmodica Sulphftre quodam tenut vaporofi ex Regno animali - 
« adeoque magis amico effecium perfequuutur ut Lumbrici terreflre^y 
^ &c. nee non Mofchus (^ Zibethum, qu^ in convulfivis ac epileptic 

* cis Motihus^ ac m ipfa etlam chronica Epilepfta^ inftgni cum Fru&u 

* nfurpantutJ 

Med. rational. Syftemat. Tom. 3. Se^, 2. Chap, 7. 
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Bolus, and never rcturaM as.'ain ; Co that ia a tew 

Days he was abie to go out of his Chambers. 

in ihcfePcrfonsthc Hiccup was the Symptom that 
Induced me to give the Mask ^ butj obfcrving that 
this Convuilion, which, every one know.s affords 
but a mciancholy Progiioftic, was fo fpccdily removed 
by it J and tliit^ ia tae lail-mcntioiicd, die Stii^/ukus 
Tendsnum alfo gave Way to itH have fiace orJer'd 
it in many otucr convuiilve Cafes, and always with 
Saccefs^ I fnali mention two or thrce.^ — 

About two Months zm.l was called to a Dauiditcr 
of one Mr. Carter^ Haberdafhcr of Smali^V/ares in 
Be^^'diej* She was about ieven Years of Age, and 
had been ill of a Fever (proceeding, as it was ima- 
gined from Worms) for about four Weeks* At the 
lime I faw her, fhe had been fenfelefs and fpccchlcfs 
for fcveral Days^ as I remember, not !cfs than tea 
or tw^elve. A threat Pare of this Time fnc had had 
ftroii? Coiivollions, and could fcarce fwailow an? 
thing at all i fo that they every Hour expcded her 

Death. Mr, M , the Apotiiecary, told me, That, 

the Day before I faw her, Cac had had a general Teta- 
nuSi her Joints being quite inflexible : When I faw 
her, every Mufcie was, by turns, convuls'd i her 
Head, in particular, was fo forcibly drawn back- 
wards, as, at diiferent times, to raife her Body from 

off the B'ed. As fnc fwallow*d wkh fo much 

Diiiculty, there was iittle Hope of giving her any Me- 
dicine by the Mouthy I therefore ordered twelve Grains 
of Musk, Eround with Oil and Suc^arto be mix'd with, 
fome thin Broth, and thrown up by way of Clyfter $ 
and this to be repeated at two or three Hours Di- 
ftancc. In an Hour*s time after the firft Ciyfter, the 
ConvulfiOns, as I was informed, manifeftly abated, 

and 
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and the fccond intirely removed them. After this the 
Child gradually recovered its Undcrftanding and 
Speech, and is-^how perfcftly well. 

About the fame Time, I was called to a young 
Girl in this Town, about ten Years of Age, wiio had 
been feized with Convulfions about three Days be- 
fore. At the Coming on of the Fit, fbe afually com- 
plained of a violent Pain in her Belly and Loins, 
which, fhe faid, fecm'd to draw her Bowels on an 
Heap: After this, fhe foon loft her Senfes, and was 
varioufly convulsed > not much unlike one in an epi- 
leptic Fit. When the Violence of the Paroxyfm be- 
gan to abate, and fhe a little recovered her Senfes, 
Vac likened the Pain to a Sv/ord running through 
her. From the firft Seizure, fhe had feldom had an 
Hour's Interval betwixt the Firs.- — I ordered twelve 
Grains of Musk to be given her in a Clyfter, which 
was thrown up in the Decline of the Paroxyfm : 
Upon this fhe inftantly recovered, and has never been 
{o aflpcclcd (Incci proper Care being taken to re- 
move the Stmulus which occafioncd rhef.: Spafms. 

Mr. Malpas, whom I have mentioned already, tells 
me, That, fmce he has feen the iiood EfFefts of 
Musk, he has twice tried it h-mfelf with great Suc- 
cefs. — — A Gentleman's Groom, having been kick'd 
by a Horfe on the Pit of the Stomach, was thereby 
immediately thrown into a violent Hiccup, with great 
DifFiculry of Breathing, and ii cefiant Rcachings to 
vomit, the Stomach and Diaphragm being greatly con- 
vu fed. After Bleeding, &c. the Musk removed the 
Hiccups, (^c. immediately. — -The other Cafe is more 
remarkable : A Farmer's Wife in the Country, as (he 
fcU: at Tabic, was iuddenly feiz'd wiUi an Inabi- 
lity 
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iity of {wallowing. She faid, When the Meat or 
Drink came to a certain Part of the Gullet^ llie was 
immediately affcfted with the Senfation of a tight 
Cord round her Neck, which fecmed almoft toftran- 
glc her, fo that fhe was obliged to throw her Food 

back again. ^ As this was manifeftiy a Spafm of ihc 

Oefophagus and Mufcles of Deglutition^ he ordered 
her our Antifpafmodic, mixing two Scruples of Mmk 
(as I remember) in a fix-ounce Phial, and ordered her 
ro take this by Spoonsful. Several- of the tirtl Doles 
file rejefted, as fhe did other Liquids 5 bur, perceiv- 
ing that the Diforder gradually abated upon tlic Ufe 
of this Medicine, iTie pcrfcver'd in it, and, at lad, 
could fwallow freely and cafily as before. This fingle 
Bottle completed the Cure. 

I could cite many more Inftanccs to the fame Pur- 
pofe, both from my own Praclice, and that of the 
other Phyficians of this Place, to whom I commu- 
nicated my Obfervations. One I cannot omit, which 
my very learned and ingenious Friend Dr. Mackenzie 
has furnifh^d me with. I bc,^ Leave to tranfcribe his 
own Words: — ' Musk, (fays he) given, according 

* to your Method, in a proper Dofe, that is, from fix 

* Grains to fixtcen, is the beft antifpafmodic Medi- 
' cine that I know. The Efficacy of it in Hiccups, 
^ arifing from any nervous Diforder, (and net from 
' any Wound or Inflammation) is furprifingly great 
' and fudden. Of many Inftances 1 have Ren, 1 ihali 

* only mention one: 

^ A young Lady, reduced to an extreme Degree 

* of Weaknefs, by a flow w^afting Fever, attended 
' with a great Diforder and Lov/nefb of Spirits, had, 

* v/hcn I fxrft faw her, the moft frequent Hiccup I 

4 ever 
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ever heard i it retarning with every Lifpiration. I 
ordcr'd her a Boliis with fix Grains of Musk, and 
the Apothecary ftay 'd to give ir. The Moment flie 
had fwaliov/ed ir, Ilie fcrcamed out fo violently, 
that flie alarmed the whole Houfe, and raifcd fuch 
an Outcry, that Mr, H^ijmh, of Hemij in War- 
wkk^ir^f the Apothecary, with all his good Senfe, 
found it difficult to compofe the Tumult. From 
fcreaming fhe fell into 3 laughing Fit: Soon after 
fhe grew cakii, and fell into a Sleep, which laftcd 
feveral Hours* The Hiccup ceafed from the Mo- 
ment (he took the Bolus : It returned fome Weeks 
after from taking Cold, but was quickly removed 
by the fame Medicine/ 
Thofe who arc acquainted with the learned iJ^jf^ 
fMsnns Writings, wdi know of what extenfive Uie 
Antifpafmodics are 1 and ihe Inftances here given, are, 
as I imagine, fuliicient to prove, that Musk is a Me- 
dicine of tmcGmmon Efficacy in convulfive Diforders, 
I can boldly affirna, that^ when given in its due Dofc, 
it has never once fail'd my Expcftations. I have 
fomctiraes indeed been obliged to repeat the Dofcs 
three or four times 5 but it has always anfwer'd at 
laft, in all Cafes where I had Reafon to cxpcd it 
fhould. -•— It is not be imagined, diat where the 
Spafms proceed from any Stimulus fixed in a certain 
Parr, thatfl^iior any other Medicine can abfoiutciy 
cure the Convulfion, if the Caufc be not removed (f) ; 

.yet 



; f ) The ce'.errarcd MQjfmamis RuIcf, regardin.^ tlic Ufe of Spe* 
c.:6c\ sre nioil: ccrrainly jull, and mufc necefi-an^y bold to relpedf ro 
11?/i. as wel! as anyochtr: ^ Munendum qimd mttm hdc ipja (ic. 
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yet I think it appears, from fome of the foregoing 
Hiftories, that, even without That, it may greatly 
alleviate them, and gain Time for other Remedies. 

Under the Quantity of fix Grains I never found 
much EfFed from it ^ but it fucceeds beft, when given 
to ten, and upwards. In the larger Quantities, it 
never fails to produce a mild T)iaphoreJis^ without 
at all heating, or giving any Uneafinefs to the Pa- 
tient (how much foever it has been decried by fome 
Writers on thefe Accounts): On the contrary, it 
raifcs his Spirits, and cafes his Pains. After the Sweat 
breaks out, he commonly falls into a fweet refrcfh- 
ing Sleep. Some Perfons I have given it to have 
obferved, that their Sweat is affefted with the Scent 

of 



Jpecifica Remedia) neuticiuam VtYthiis poUeant ahfolutis-i fed relatU 
'viSj e^ cert is Conditionihus ac Circumfta-atm Imttatis^ in eorum Ufu 
ha^um imprimis exquifita hihenda fit UatiOj quo fperatus rejp07ideat 
Ejfeclus, Deinceps pngularis Eficaci^ k^c quidem recie ufirrpata 
junt Remedia ; Jed nihil certe juvant^ niji prius Corpus fuerit pr^- 
paratum ; {j;- Ohflacula. qua Virtutem inynngere aut i7npedire pojfujit, 
remota. Hinc quando Sa?iguis i?2 Vents redundat^'^ prima Vta Seii- 
tina Sordium obfejfa^ necejfe efi^ ut Sanguis prius Jubtrahatur^ ^* 
prima Corporis Kegio a crudorurn^ hilioforum^ rscrementitiorum Suc- 
cor um Saburr a repurgetur ac depieatur. "^-^ Denique m Specif cor u77zlJJ]i 
accommodo fervanda M^thodus'^ ita quidem. ut Ariifex non folum 
Tempus-t Dojin^ a^c Regimen teneat \ fed etiam quamdiu iifdem i-afflen- 
dum^ C^ quaVtciusac Viveitdi Ratio ^ fimul in jungenda-^ exact e calleat. 
Ete?zim med^ndi Metbodus fpecialiffima. qua unice in Medeiitis Fru- 
dentia^ Judicio^ diligenti Attentione-i MedJtaUvae^ a^ Obferv^Uione 
Natura Mgrotantis confifHt-, tanti ad ipfum Effecium efi Mojnenii^ 
ut ipfis Specif cis ^ appropriatis folis lovge ft anteponeizda.:^ i^ fne 
ea-, Remedia quantum-jis egregia-, alien a r^ infm^ctuofji fnt Otjva- 
tionis y nee quicquam folidi in Arte praftare pr\fint. Et h^c q:'.}- 
cunque fludiofe obfervat omnia-i is certe defderato potietur Ei'ke^ quan- 
tum fciltcet maloplus valet Ars nofra jalutaris^ 

Med. radonal. Sydcmat. Tom. %. SscL "j 0/>. S. 

F f 



[ "4 ] 

of Musk. — When it is taken in the Quantities and 
Manner ordered in the Prefcription mentioned by 
Dr. JameSy the Sweat it procures is very copious, 
and feldom goes off under thirty or forty Hours,- 
yet, tho' it continues fo long, it gives not much 
Fatigue to the Patient, on account of the cafy Sleep 
and Spirits which the Medicine gives at the fame 
time. In thefe refpeds, the Operation of Musk 
much rcfemblesthat of 0/>/^;^5 but is, in This, much 
preferable, that it leaves not behind it any Stupor or 
Languidnefs, which the latter often does 5 fo that it 
fecms rather to approach what is faid of Oleum am- 
male. Mui)k, therefore, feems likely to anfwer in 
thofe low Cafes where Sleep is much wanted, and 
Opiates are improper. 

I always chuie to give it in a Bolus, if that Form 
be not difagreeable to the Patient ; becaufe the 
Perfume in that Way is not near fo ftrong as in any 
other : Indeed when given in a large Quantity, it is 
rather fetid than fragrant 5 and I never yet met with 
any hyfterical Perfon, how averfe foever to Perfumes, 
but could take it in that Form without Inconve- 
nience. 

I cannot deny but I have once or twice prefcribed 
Musk, and not found the ufual Succefs after repeated 
Dofesi but this, upon a more exa£t Scrutiny, I found 
was owing only to fome Sophiftication of that which 
had been ufcd : For, after having tried three or four 
Dofcs from one Shop without Succefs, upon fending 
for the fame Quantity as had been before ordered, 
from another Perfon, whofe Musk I had before ex- 
perimented, I found the very firft Dofe anfwer as 
ufuaU '•- — Indeed it is much to be lamented, that a 

Medicine 
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Medicine of this Confequence fiiould be fo liable to 
Adulterations, and the Criteria of its Genuinenefs 
fo ill fettled. It is therefore to be wifh'd, that fome 
Gentleman, who has Skill and Leifure enough, would 
oblige the World with an accurate Analyjis oi ii, and 
fettle the Charaderiftics of that which is genuine $ 
difcovering, at the fame time, the Frauds and Arti- 
fices, by which it is adulterated and counterfeited, and 
a certain Method of detecting them ; For, where the 
Musk is not genuine, all that is hitherto faid will 
prove but of little Service, either to the Patient or 
Phyfician, 
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^ Letter from Alex. Reid, Efq\ to Dr. Wil- 
mot, concerning the Effe&s of the Tonqui- 
nefe Medicine. 

Dear Sir^ Londouy Nov. s- X745- 

A S your Zeal and Abilities for promoting the Good 
^^ of Mankind are my principal Inducements, they 
muft be my only Apology, for troubling you with 
the following Account of what I know concerning 
the internal Ufe of Musk in large Quantities- 

About 15 Years ago, I learn'd in China, that the 
Tonquinefe had an infallible Cure for the Bite of a 
mad Dog 5 and, being very defirous of pofleffing fo 
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taluabk a Recipe, I was, two or three Years after, 
favoured with it by the late Mr. Hart. 

They take of the beft Musk about ^xteen Grains 5 
of the pureft native Cinnabar, and fineft Vermilion, 
each about twenty -four Grains; and, having reduced 
them feparately to impalpable Powders, mix and ad- 
minifter them in about a Gill of Arrack $ which, in 
two or three Hours, generally throws the Patient into 
a found Sleep, and Perfpiration i if not, they repeat 
theDofc, and think the Cure certain. 

As Ihad no room to doubt the Fad, I began to 
confider artcntivcly the Symptoms of the Diftemper, 
and the Nature of the Remedy, The former fcem'd 
to proceed immediately from the Irritations of the 
Nerves by the Acrimony of the Juices 5 which, being 
conftantiy and violently hurried about, are, by that 
Motion, and the Heat attending ir, broken^ colli- 
quated, and gradually rendered rancid, putrid, corro- 
iive^ and even cauftic : In the mean time, the Nerves, 
being mere and more vellicatc-d by the increafing 
Sharpneft of the Humours, become proportionably 
more rigid and conftricted i at once augmenting the 
Velocity of the Blood, and fhutting up all the Pores 
and Paflagcs of the natural Excretions and Secretions $ 
while what fhould, but cannot, pafs off by them, ex- 
afperates the Diforder, -tiil the juices become fo cor- 
rofivc and cauftic, as to produce mortal Convulfions. 

Bielievingthi^ Theory to be juft, fo far a6 it goes, 
I readily concluded, that a Medicine capable of relax- 
ing the nervous Syftcm could not fail of relieving 
it from the above-mcntion'd Effeds of Irritation, ^nd 
thereby putting a Stop to Convuliions, opening the 
e^nfl^e4 Paifeges -of Mature, -modcra ting the Vclo- 
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city of the Blood, and procuring Sleep 5 imaginicng 
alio, that, by ihc fame Toothing Quality, the Juices 
thenifelves might, not improbably, be rendered more 
mild and innocent when impregnated with the Medi- 
cine. And fuch a Medicine 1 judged Musk to be, 
on account of its known, and almoft inftantaneous, 
EfFefts on Perfons of a lax Habit 5 whofe Nerves are 
fo fuddenly {lacken'd, and the Motion of their Blood 
fo diminilhcd by the leaft Smell of it, that many of 
them faint away : Befides, its Odour is fo exceedingly 
fubtiie, as to penetrate thro' the clofcft Subftances s 
and may therefore be fuppofed eafily to pervade the 
minuteft Veffels of the human Body, and to difFufc 
its foftening balfamic Virtue thro' all the Juices 
thereof. 

The Arrack feemed alfo a very proper Vehicle for 
the Musk, not ^nly as they make together a very 
agreeable Bitter, but alfo becaufe inflammable Spirits 
renft Putrefadion, and alfo, in fome meafurc, coagu- 
late animal Juices, which are i^iOt already corrupted; 
by which Effeds the too much rarefied Blood is con- 
denfedj and hindered from putrefying further 5 while 
the -bad Juices, being feparated from the found, arc 
^plentifully thrown off by the Pallages, which the 
Music has relaxed, and opened for them. The native 
Cinnabar feenvd to be fufficienrly recommended by its 
known Ufes in Phyfic,^gainfl: Acrimony, Obftruftions, 
and Convulfions: But of the Vermilion I can only 
fay, That tho' it be a Preparation of the former, 
yet, as the Tmquinefe feem to think its Virtue dif- 
derent, it were to be wifhed, that v/e knev/ theit 
Method 'Of preparing it^ in which they certainly 
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After I had long confidered and examined thefc 
Principles In my Mind, I fatisfied myfeif, that they 
might juftly be applied to many other Cafes 5 and 
that the Medicine would be of cfpecial Service in 
malignant putrid Fevers, and Convulfions : And hav- 
ing, in the Year 1739. contracted with the Govern- 
ment for the Tranfportation of Convifts, I commu- 
nicated my Opinion to Mr. "David Rofs^ an inge- 
nious and fenfible Surgeon, whom I had employed 
10 take care of their Healths j and prevailed on him 
to make the Experiment in a very defperate Cafe; 
for 1 did not care to venture on any other. Pleafe, 
in the mean time, to obferve, that, as Tonquin 
Vermilion was not to be had, Ifubflituted an equal 
Qiiantity of faftitious Cinnabar in its ftead, and fome- 
timcs gave Rum or Brandy inftead of Arrack 5 in 
other Things I generally adher'd to the original Pre- 
fcription. 

Case L 

In December 1739. two Convids in Newgate 
were art the fame time very ill of the putrid, infec- 
tious, malignant Fever, commonly cali'd the Gaal 
Dijiemper. All the ufual Methods of Pradice hav- 
ing been tried in vain, their Condition appeared to 
be quite defperate. One of them died in the Even- 
ing, and the other was not expedred to furvive till 
Morning, being covered with flat petechial Spots, 
and delirious. Mr. Rofs therefore adminiftred to 
him the above defcribed Medicine about 9 or 10 
o' Clock at Night ; and, next Morning, to his grent 
Surprize, found him quite free from the Fever, eat- 
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ing Water-gruel, and crying out for Meat, after hav- 
ing flept well, and perfpircd plentifully. The Spots 
on his Skin rofe, and the next Day fcalcd off. 

Case 11. 

Soon after this, a Convid, who had lived in good 
Credit, laid his Condition fo much to Heart, and 
drank fo freely of fpirituous Liquors to drown his 
Care, that he fell into a violent Fever. He was on 
the Matter's Side, where his Relations look'd after 
himi fo that I heard nothing of his Cafe till it was 
very defperate. He was delirious to a high degree, 
and had Catchings in his Hands and Face. He took 
the above Medicine at Night, flept and perfpircd well, 
and next Morning waked intirely free from his Dif- 
temper, excepting that he had fuch a Tremor left in 
his Hands, that he could not carry a Glafs to his Head 5 
on which account 1 ordered him a fecond Dofe, and 
he was perfectly cured. 

Encouraged by thefe Succcflcs, we adminifter'd the 
Medicine to a great many other Tranfports, who had 
the Gaol Difiemper h and generally found it to have 
the fame falutary Effeds 5 more efpecially where the 
Patients were delirious or convulfed 5 as can be at- 
tcfted by Mr. LouttiU Apothecary, who made up 
the Medicines for my Surgeons ; and was himfelf a 
Witnefs of fcveral furprifmg Cures performed by it . 
Nor did I ever hear of any bad Effects from it. 
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Case III. 

Mr. Rofsy the Surgeon above-mentioned, having 
caught the Gaol T>ijiempery by attending thofe who 
were fick of it on board, came afhore at Gravefendy 
and defired mc to provide another Surgeon 5 for that 
he was fo ill he could not go the Voyage. He was 
blooded, and took 16 Grains of Musk in a Giafs of 
Rum, without the Cinnabars, which were not to be 
had afhore, nor eafily to be fetched from on board. 
This was at Niglit 5 he flept, perfpir'd, and waked 
about 10 in the Morning fo well,, tiiat he went oa 
board diredly, and continued his Voyage. 

Case IV. 

Encouraged by many Inftances of the firft Cafe, I 
ventured, about three Years ago^ to give half the 
Tonquin Dofe (but without the Spirits) to my own 
Child, then about three Years old, who was feized 
with the Small-Pox and Convuliions. She flcpt found, 
and perfpired plentifully after it : The Small-Pox 
rofc kindly, and flie did very well, having never had 
a fingle Fit of Convulfion fmce, though extremely 
fubjcd to frequent and dangerous ones before. 

Case V. 

About two Years ago, Mr, Rofs gave much the 
fame Dofe to my Servant's Child, who was then about 
eight Months old, and had Catchings in her Hands, 
occafion'd by a violent Teeth Fever. Siie flcpt, per- 
fpired, and waked perfcftly well. 

Case 
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Case VL 

About the fame time, Mr. Gordoriy a Clergyman, 
who lived near Greenwich^ having come from thence 
to London with a Fever upon him, became quite 
delirious, if he was not fo before he fet out. Mr. 
Rofs gave him the Tonquin Remedy, which made 
him flecp and perfpire, fo that by next Morning lie 
was perfedly cured. 

Case VII. 

A Lady of my Acquaintance, being very fubjed 
to violent hyfterical Convulfions, was feized with a 
Fit, as I fat at Supper witfi her about three Years ago, 
by which every Part of her Body was terribly agi- 
tated. Happening to have in my Pocket a Bolus 
made of the Musk and Cinnabars, I bruifed it in the 
Palm of my Hand, and clapp d it to her Nofe, which 
fuddenly relieved her. I left it with her, and (he has 
fince told me, that (he never goes abroad, nor to 
Bed, without it. 

Case VIII. 

Obferving the Efficacy of this Medicine in 
curing ^eliriumSy I conceived that it would be 
of Ufe againft Maniacal Diftempers 5 and happened, 
about two Half-years ago, to fay fo, in the Prc- 
fence of a Gentleman of Oxford^ whofe Son had 
been, for fome time, exceedingly difordered in his 
Senfes, by a Difappointment in Love 5 being unable 
to fleep, refufing Suftenance, and attempting to throw 
himfelf out of the Windows of a high Room where 
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lie was confined. The Father begg'd me to give hirti- 
the Recipe, and allured mc he would make ufe of ir, 
as the Methods formerly tried had proved unfuc- 
cefsluh He foon returned mc a Letter of Thanks, 
acquainting me, That the Medicine had made his Son 
fleep found for 23 Hours, that he had perfptred plcnri- 
fuily, and waked in his Senfes- I ha?e fince heard, 
that he continiics well, and, from a Skeleton^ is 
grown fat. 

A particular Friend of mine went mad about a 
Year and half ago, by too inrenfc Thinking. I men- 
tioned the preceding Cafe tqDr. jirmjfrmgmd Mr. 
fergufoTh who attended him 1 and, with their Appro- 
bation, gave him Musk, native and faditious Cinna- 
bar, of each a Scruple, in about a Gitl of Arrack. 
In about three Hours, he fell, or fcem'd to fall, afleep 1 
upon which, fuppofing the Medicine had taken Ef- 
fect, we left him : Bur, foon after we were gone, he 
waked i and, next Day, feeming very little, if at alU 
better, was removed to a private Mad-houfe. There 
nothing clfc was done to him 5 but at Night he ilept: 
tolerably well, appeared much better next Day, and 
continued mending, till he was in a little time quite 
well, as he is now- How much of this Cwe may 
be attributed to the Medicine I da not know, as it 
did not operate immediately, nor in the ufuai Man- 
ncr. I mention it chiefly to Oicw, that even twenty 
Grains of Musk had no kad^^cok upon him, if they 
had not a good one. 
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Case X. 

Not long after, Mr. Louttit and I gave the fame 
Dofe to a Gentlewoman, whofe Brain had long beea 
turr/d by religious Terrors, which firft afFc<S:cd her 
about the Time that her Menfes ceafed. I was, at 
firft, furprifcd to find her luddenly become quite gen- 
tle, obliging, and reafonablej but thefe good EfFeds, 
as (lie flepc but little, went off next Day, and ^nc 
foon appeared neither better nor worfe than (he was 
before $ and in the fame Condition fhe ftill conti- 
nues : So that neither in this Cafe did the large Dofe 
of Musk do any Mifchief. 

Thefe, Sir, are Tome of the many Experiments 
made with the above recited Prefcription by myfelf, 
^nd the Surgeons under my Direftion. You may 
depend on the Facls as near as I can recoiled: them ^ 
and if you defire to be further fatisfied, Vit. Louttit j 
my Apothecary, and Mr. Mackenzie, one of my Sur- 
geons, now in Town, fhall wait upon you. Give me 
Leave only to obferve, that, where I thought the Cafe 
required it, I have given as far as 24 Grains of Musk 
to Convids, and never found any ill EfFeds from it, 
tho*, on fome Occafions, it dilappointed my Hopes. 
Whether there was any Error in altering the Tonquin- 
efe Proportions, the Caufe of w^hichl cannot recoiled, 
or whether the Medicine would have fucceeded in the 
Inftances where it mifcarried, had the original Pre- 
fcription been kept to, and repeated as direded, I 
leave to your J udgment and Experience. 
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Bat I cannot help asking your Opinion and beg- 
ging you to confider, Whether, upon the Whole^ 
the Virtues of this Medicine may not reafonably be 
thought to extend to many other Cafes; and parti- 
cularly to the Epilepfy and Plague. But, whatever 
Judgment you may form of the Medicine which com- 
mon Good-will to my Fellow-creatures obliges me 
to recommend to your Thoughts, I in treat, and hope^ 
you will pardon my Prefumption in going fo far be- 
yond my own Province , feeing I (hall always be, with 
the higheft Efteem, and fmcereft RefpeiS-, 

Tour mofi obliged^ and 

and mqfi obedient Servant^ 

Andr. Reid, 

XIX. De Planta minus cognita, & hadenus 
non defcripta, Commentarius : Audlore 
Gulklmo Watfon^ Regi^ Soietatis So- 
dale. 

GEASTER Volvffi Radiis & Operculo 
elevatis. 

■^tad in Engiifh >'n£yf^7'^/?appellaturplantarum ge- 
?;.';."; JI.1vi VT nus a Michelio conflrudum ; cujus 
Aiteratiom. quinquc fpccics accuratiffimus idem 

^u<aor dctexir^ atquc in tra^Satu tuo de novis plantarum 

generibus 



